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PIANO WORKSHOP FEBRUARY 8 AT USO

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
San Diego, CA - February 5, 1973

A piano workshop for teachers w'ill be held at the University of
San Diego on Thursday, February 8 from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M .
W. Schaum will conduct the workshop in the Rose Room.

Mr. John

It will be open

to students and faculty from USO, as well as other schools and private
piano teachers in the community.
Schaum is a name well-known to music students because of the music
books published under that name.

As an educator and piano teacher, Schaum

permeates the study of music with humo r that makes piano more enjoyable
for the student.

####

Biographical Data

JOHN W. SCHAUM

John V. Schaum has probably done more t o stimulate
interest in piano study than all the beautiful piano ads
combined. With his fascinating instructions hooks, he
punctuates music study with humor and fun. Schaurn explodes
the myth that Shakespeare and musicians are given to deep
melancholy and graveyard soliloquies.
The musical parents of this modern educator harbored
an inkling upon his birth in Milwaukee that their progeny
had a special musical knack. Consequently, his father
arranged to have Mrs. Lillian Davies come to the house
to give seven-year-old John piano lessons. The lad
willingly took to the piano and all was well in the
Schaum household. John surpassed the musical knowledge
of his teacher in a few years and, at the age of ten,
was tackling virtuosic exercises under the tutelage of
a Leschetizsky pupil, J. Erich Schmaal. In 1931 he "as
the winner of the National Fed.eration of J,!usic Clubs
Piano Contest at San Francisco. Later on he supplemented
his serious study by playing for school dances and becoming
familiar with light music. This kept him from being a
high-brow, but he didn't allow himself to become a low-brow
either--instead he became a middle-brow, and that's what
he is today.
John's collegiate training began at ~·itwaukee State
Teachers College , where he received a Bachelor of Edu cat ion
degree. At Marquette University in Pilwaukee, he was
granted a Bachelor of Music degree. In Fvanston, Illinoi s ,
at Northwestern University, - - a. ?!aster of !11usic degree.
Schaum taught at the Shorewood Opportunity School for
twelve seasons, and was head of the Piano Departmen t at
the Milwaukee University School for nine years, at the
same tinie maintaining his private studios in ~~ilwaukee .
He has concertized as a pianist in the Niddlewest, including concerto appearances with orchestras, and has
given numerous lectures on the subject of piano playing
and piano pedagogy. His educational theories are a happy
fusion of classicism and modernism permeated with a
deli ghtful s e nse of humor.

SCHAUM PIANO TEACHER WORKSHOP - to be held at a College or University
ATTENDANCE:
DURATION:

At least 25 persons are desirable
Three to Four Hours

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE:

Begin Workshop
Coffee Break
End of Workshop

9:00 A.M.
10:30 A.M.
1:00 P.M.

(You may want to adjust the schedule to coincide with the class
periods in effect at your school. However, in order to attract
as many former students and outside teachers as possible, the
workshop should finish no later than 2:30 P.M.)
LECTURER PARTICIPATION:

+ There is NO CHARGE for the services of the lecturer
+ There is NO CHARGE for the lecturer's expenses (travel, etc . )
+ Provide and mail out workshop invitations
+

Provide and mail out reminder cards

+

Provide music for demonstration and display at workshop

+ Pay the full costs of the coffee break
SCHOOL PARTICIPATION:
Provide a 'MEETING ROOM for the workshop
(This should include one piano, a chalkboard
and 3 or 4 large tables for display)
Provide an adjoining or nearby area for the coffee break
(and to arrange for procurement of coffee, rolls,
napkins, etc. - to be paid by the lecturer)
Announce and publicize this event within your school
and to the surrounding cormnunity
Provide at least one person (staff or student) to assist
before and during the workshop with registration and
handling of demonstration materials
Provide a mailing list of piano teachers in your vicinity

